
Year 2 Apostrophes
An apostrophe for contraction (to words are joined 
together and letters are taken out).

Here are some examples:

do not = don’t 
he would = he’d
cannot = can’t
should not = shouldn’t 
Was not = wasn’t



Year 2 Apostrophes
An apostrophe for possession (on the subject or object 
when something belongs to them).

Here are some examples:

The teacher looked at James’ work.

The teacher looked at Emily’s work.

The boy’s bag was on the floor.



Year 3 Apostrophes
An apostrophe for possession (on the subject or object 
when something belongs to them).

The teacher looked at James’ work.

The teacher looked at Emily’s work.

The boy’s bag was on the floor. (Singular)

The boys’ bags were on the floor. (Plural)

The girl’s room was a mess. (Singular)

The girls’ room was a mess. (Plural)



Apostrophes for Possession
An apostrophe for possession (on the subject or object 
when something belongs to them).

The teacher looked at James’ work.

The teacher looked at Emily’s work.

The boy’s bag was on the floor. (Singular)

The boys’ bags were on the floor. (Plural)

The girl’s room was a mess. (Singular)

The girls’ room was a mess. (Plural)



Apostrophes for Contractions
An apostrophe for contraction (to words are joined 
together and letters are taken out).

Here are some examples:

do not = don’t 
he would = he’d
cannot = can’t
should not = shouldn’t 
Was not = wasn’t
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