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Early Years Curriculum Policy
1. Statement of Intent
At Street Lane Primary, we are committed to providing a high-quality, inclusive Early Years curriculum that supports all children to develop a love of learning and reach their full potential. Our curriculum is guided by the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) Statutory Framework and underpinned by a strong understanding of how young children learn and develop.
We aim to ensure that every child:
· Feels safe, valued, and secure
· Develops independence, confidence, and curiosity
· Makes progress from their individual starting points
· Is well-prepared for the next stage of their learning
2. Aims of the Curriculum
Our Early Years curriculum aims to:
· Support children’s personal, social, emotional, physical, and intellectual development
· Provide a balance of child-initiated and adult-led learning experiences
· Promote equality of opportunity and inclusion
· Foster strong partnerships with parents and carers
· Support children’s wellbeing and mental health
· Encourage learning through play, exploration, and real-life experiences
3. The EYFS Framework
Our curriculum follows the EYFS Statutory Framework, which is based on four guiding principles:
3.1 A Unique Child
Every child is a competent learner from birth who can be resilient, capable, confident, and self-assured. We recognise and respect individual differences, interests, and needs.
3.2 Positive Relationships
Children learn to be strong and independent through positive, secure relationships with practitioners and parents/carers.



3.3 Enabling Environments
Children learn and develop well in environments that are engaging, safe, and responsive to their needs, with opportunities for exploration both indoors and outdoors.
3.4 Learning and Development
Children develop and learn at different rates. Our curriculum reflects this by supporting all children, including those with SEND and those learning English as an additional language.
4. Areas of Learning and Development
Our curriculum covers the seven areas of learning set out in the EYFS.
4.1 Prime Areas
These areas are particularly important for building a foundation for learning:
· Communication and Language
· Physical Development
· Personal, Social and Emotional Development
4.2 Specific Areas
These areas help children to develop skills and knowledge:
· Literacy
· Mathematics
· Understanding the World
· Expressive Arts and Design
All areas of learning are interconnected and equally important.
5. Curriculum Approach
5.1 Learning Through Play
Play is at the heart of our curriculum. Children are given time to explore, experiment, and rehearse their learning through meaningful play experiences.
5.2 Adult-Led and Child-Initiated Learning
Practitioners plan a balance of:
· Child-initiated activities that follow children’s interests
· Adult-led experiences that introduce new skills, knowledge, and concepts


5.3 Planning
Planning is flexible and responsive, informed by:
· Observations of children’s learning and interests
· Ongoing assessment
· The next steps in children’s development
· The seven areas of learning
· Linked to the whole school 2 year cycle of learning
6. Assessment
Assessment is an integral part of our curriculum and supports effective teaching and learning.
We use:
· Ongoing formative assessment through observation and interaction
· Initial assessments to identify starting points
· Progress reviews, including the two-year progress check where applicable
· Summative assessments to monitor overall progress
Assessment information is shared with parents/carers and used to inform future planning. We use Tapestry to share updates with parents every week. 
7. Inclusion and Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND)
We are committed to inclusive practice and ensuring that every child can access the curriculum.
We:
· Adapt learning experiences to meet individual needs
· Work closely with parents/carers and external professionals
· Follow our SEND Policy and Graduated Approach
· Ensure equality of opportunity for all children
8. English as an Additional Language (EAL)
Children who speak English as an additional language are supported to:
· Continue to use and develop their home language
· Develop confidence in English through play and interaction
· Feel valued and included within the setting


9. Partnership with Parents and Carers
We recognise parents and carers as children’s first educators and work in partnership with them by:
· Sharing information about children’s learning and development
· Encouraging parental contributions and observations
· Providing regular opportunities for communication and feedback
· Offering guidance on how learning can be supported at home
10. Safeguarding and Welfare
Children’s safety and wellbeing are central to our curriculum. All learning is delivered in line with:
· Our Safeguarding and Child Protection Policy
· Health and Safety policies
· Behaviour Management policies
Practitioners maintain high expectations for behaviour, promote respect, and support children’s emotional wellbeing.
11. Review of Policy
This policy will be reviewed annually or sooner if changes to legislation or the EYFS framework require it.

Date of Policy: 1st May 2026
Review Date: 1st May 2027
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